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A LETTER FROM »
CMEA BAY SECTION y.’]

PRESIDENT

By Craig Bryant

Bay Section Colleagues,

I'm writing this from the airport as | board a flight
home after a successful spring trip with my Albany High
School Wind Ensemble. I've been seeing so many posts
from fellow music educators across the Bay Area
sharing similar experiences of spring trips and it got me
thinking. Traveling with students is such a core part of

our work—equal parts challenging and rewarding. lh
Anyone who has ever taken students on a trip, whether i P
near or far, knows how much effort it takes—and how  Craig Bryant, CMEA

much it pays off. Bay Section President

On this most recent trip, | had the chance to reconnect with two former students
now living and working in NYC. Both expressed how impactful their time in our
music program was. They felt seen, valued, and challenged—not necessarily by
academic grades, but through leadership opportunities, high expectations, and
the community we built together. That impact has stayed with them well beyond
high school.

These experiences matter. At a time when students are constantly pushed to
prioritize academics, music programs offer something else: a space focused on
collaboration, growth, and belonging. For many students, it's where they truly
thrive. For some, it’s their first time away from home without family—and each
time, | see them grow in confidence and independence.
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And trips don’t have to be major productions to be meaningful. A day trip via
bus/BART to visit a neighboring school or perform for your feeder programs can
have just as much impact. It’s about nurturing your group’s culture and embracing
the joy of sharing music with others.

To those of you who have already taken a trip this year, are preparing for one, or
are just considering it—here’s your gentle nudge of encouragement. I'll leave you
with my top three favorite things about music trips:

1. Unlikely friendships - It's always fun to see two students who rarely interact
in class become bus buddies and best friends. (The pair sitting behind me is
currently arguing over Neil Young’s vocal mixes—classic.)

2.Creating program lore — These trips build stories that become part of your
program’s legacy and get younger students excited about what’s ahead. At
the same time, your current students start thinking about their role in the
bigger picture.

3.Seeing students in a new light — You might know your lead trumpet’s every
musical instinct, but take a museum stroll with your third clarinet player, and
you’ll be amazed at what you learn.

P.S. You'll know you're doing it right when students tell the restaurant staff it’s your
birthday at the group dinner. Just go with it—and enjoy the ice cream!
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